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Minutes of a Meeting of Aldercar & Langley Mill Parish Council 

held at Neal Court Community Room, Andrews Drive, Aldercar at 6.30 pm on 

Thursday 24 November 2016 

Present 

Councillors Miss G Becks, C F Booth (Vice-Chairman, M J Fowkes (Chairman) and C 

Morrison.  

Also Present 

Mr A Sharpe (Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer) and Councillors P Jones and B 

Gration. 

147/16 Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillors S Brown, Miss M Fowler, 

Miss S Fowler, Mrs E Hamilton and Ms T Langton-Ballard. 

148/16 Declarations of Interest 

None. 

149/16 To determine if any items of business should be taken with the public excluded 

 RESOLVED that no items of business should be considered with the public excluded 

other than the report on staffing matters and office move previously notified on the 

agenda. 

150/16 Public Speaking 

(a) Public Matters  

None. 

(b) Police Matters 

 

There was no Police Report to this meeting.  

 

(c) Borough Council Member Reports  

 

Councillor Gration attended the meeting and gave an update on a number of 

issues affecting the village and the surrounding area including a review of the 

number of cctv cameras, numbers of empty properties, finance at Amber Valley 

Borough Council and street naming proposals. 

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

(d) County Council Member Report  

 

Councillor Jones attended the meeting and gave his monthly report  
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on matters relating to Derbyshire County Council and in particular where these 

affected the residents of Aldercar and Langley Mill was tabled.  The text of the 

report was as follows-  

“New Deputy PCC 

It has been announced that County Councillor Kevin Gillott is the new deputy 

police and crime commissioner 

Aldercar High School 

The£2.7 m phase 2 scheme for the school is out for tender at the moment and 

work should begin in January 2017 with completion in December 2017 

Heanor Hospital 

Official ground breaking December 1st at 1pm 

Access to Langley Mill Infant School - access issues at Ebenezer Street Langley 

Mill 

This is still an ongoing problem which we are trying to resolve 

Rate your local household waste recycling centre 

We're asking people across the county to rate their local household waste 

recycling centre. 

Residents can fill in a short survey online to highlight what they like and what 

they think needs improving at our sites in: 

 Ashbourne 

 Bolsover 

 Chesterfield 

 Glossop 

 Ilkeston 

 Loscoe 

 Newhall (Bretby) 

 Northwood (Darley Dale) 

 Buxton (Waterswallows). 

 

Motorists warned to be safe as winter comes 

Motorists in Derbyshire are urged to be prepared for winter driving as a cold 

snap is forecast to be around the corner. 

https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/council/have_your_say/consultation_search/Consultation_search_index/household_waste_recycling_centres_2016.asp
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Latest Met Office weather reports indicate that temperatures look likely to drop 

later this week, meaning a higher risk of frost and more challenging driving 

conditions. 

We're issuing the following advice to help keep drivers safer during wintry 

conditions: 

 check the latest weather and travel information 

 make sure windscreens are properly defrosted, mirrors and lights are clear of 

snow and ice, wipers are working properly and the radiator has the correct 

amount of water and anti-freeze 

 check the battery's in good condition and fully-charged and there's more than 

enough fuel for the journey  

 make sure your tyre pressure's correct and consider fitting winter tyres for 

greater grip  

 carry a shovel, ice scraper, torch, wellington boots, warm clothes and for longer 

journeys, pack food and a hot drink. 

We grit around half of the 3,300 miles of road we look after. 

Major roads are gritted during the day and night when necessary and are pre-

gritted before bad weather hits. These include A roads, heavily-used B roads, 

key bus routes, roads linking towns and larger villages and roads outside bus, 

train, police, fire, ambulance stations and hospitals  

These are termed as 'primary' gritting routes. 

Other roads that are gritted include bus routes in residential areas and well-used 

main roads through housing estates and villages, and roads to smaller villages. 

These roads are on what is known as 'secondary' gritting routes and are 

generally only treated in the day because they tend to be residential roads 

carrying much less traffic.  

When possible, secondary routes are treated before adverse weather hits, but 

they're less of a priority than roads on primary routes. 

Some other roads, generally in rural areas, may also be cleared of snow by local 

farmers and other contractors. 

Winter has arrived 
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It’s a good time to remind residents after our first snowfall of winter that 
Derbyshire County Council has a dedicated microsite with useful information 
including road closures and gritting routes. 

Keeping warm keeps you well this winter 

We're reminding residents to keep warm and stay well as the cold weather 

begins to bite. 

Staying warm in your home will help protect your health; being too cold can 

cause serious problems for your breathing if you have a bad chest.   

Sitting for long periods of time in a cold home can also put pressure on your 

heart and blood circulation too.  This can lead to very serious problems such 

heart attacks and strokes. 

Every winter there are about 25,000 extra deaths over the winter period. Older 

people who may be vulnerable, or who have existing health conditions, are 

particularly at risk. 

Derbyshire social workers shortlisted for prestigious awards 

Our social workers have been shortlisted for prestigious national awards which 

recognise excellence across the profession. 

The annual Social Worker of the Year awards are the leading celebrations of 

their kind in the social care sector, and recognise the achievements and 

successes of the sector's most innovative and dedicated social workers. 

We have a proven track record in high quality social work and have won 

accolades for the last four years in the national awards, including Newly 

Qualified Social Worker of the Year and Adult Social Worker of the Year. 

This year our deaf team has been shortlisted in the Team of the Year, Adult 

Services category. 

The team is one of 78 finalists across 15 categories and the winners from each 

category will compete against each other to be named Overall Social Worker of 

the Year 2016. 

The team prides itself on supporting deaf people to live independently where 

services are easy to easy to access, giving support with correspondence and 

ensuring that they can take part in consultations on services. 
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They have also set up a number of 'sensory cafés' which are held in community 

buildings like libraries and coffee bars and run by the team to share knowledge 

and offer support and advice to the deaf and hearing impaired. 

The sensory cafés are usually held every month and based in locations across 

Derbyshire, including our extra care centres in Swadlincote and Chesterfield − 

with plans to expand into the Matlock, Erewash, Alfreton and Bolsover areas. 

Winners of the Social Worker of the Year Awards will be announced at a 

celebratory ceremony in London on Friday 25 November 2016. 

More jobs on the way as we renew partnership with Henry Boot developments 

A commitment to bring business, create jobs and boost the local economy has 

been renewed this week as we signed a new four-year partnership with Henry 

Boot Developments for the continued growth of Markham Vale. 

We appointed the Sheffield-based firm in 2003 as our private sector property 

partner to develop the former Markham colliery into a flagship regeneration site. 

The development is on target to create up to 4,100 jobs when finished.  

The latest businesses to join Markham Vale include Great Bear Distribution and 

Ferdinand Bilstein UK which are both set to create up to 400 new jobs over the 

next few years.  

The site is now home to 40 local, national and international businesses and has 

brought over 900 jobs to the area so far. 

Time to apply for your child's primary school place 

Parents are being reminded that they need to apply from next week to get their 

child's infant or primary school place for September 2017. 

Applications for children who were born between 1 September 2012 and 31 

August 2013 will open on Monday 14 November 2016. 

The deadline to submit applications is midnight on Sunday 15 January 2017. 

Applying online is quicker and allows parents to make changes to their 

application at any point up to the closing date. Anyone who applies online also 

receives an email to confirm their application has been received. 
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Parents who can't apply online can Call Derbyshire tel: 01629 533190 between 

8am and 8pm on weekdays and 9.30am and 4pm on Saturdays, and a member 

of staff will complete the application on their behalf. 

Applications submitted after the deadline will not be considered until places have 

been allocated to those children whose parents did return their form on time. 

Parents who fail to meet the deadline may find that the school they want their 

child to go to is full. 

Any parents who are a refused a place for their child have a right of appeal to an 

independent panel.   

Helping residents with personal independence payments 

We've helped hundreds of Derbyshire residents to claim millions of pounds in 

new benefits payments they are entitled to. 

Last year, our welfare rights service supported 1,024 people to claim personal 

independence payments totalling almost £5m. 

The personal independence payments (PIP) system was introduced in 2013 to 

eventually replace the Disability Living Allowance. 

Since then many people have expressed concern with the new benefits system 

and have struggled to access the benefits they are entitled to.  

The government has appointed an independent reviewer to consider certain 

aspects of the new PIP benefit. 

High Court hearing 
  

A judicial review of a public consultation carried out by Sheffield City Region 
Combined Authority took place in a two-day hearing at the High Court in London 
this week. 

Derbyshire County Council launched a legal challenge amid fundamental 
concerns that the consultation about proposals to hand powers for some 
services in Chesterfield to a combined authority and Sheffield Mayor was 
misleading and flawed.  

Dementia 2020 Citizen’s Engagement Programme 

 
The Department of Health has launched a national survey as part of the first 

phase of the Dementia 2020 Citizen’s Engagement Programme.  The survey 

has been developed by organisations, experts and people with dementia and 
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carers to gain a greater understanding of the experiences of people with 

dementia in order to hear first-hand if policies on improving dementia care and 

support are making a positive difference, where improvements may be needed 

and to influence and improve the delivery of services and support at a local 

level.   

The Department of Health would like as many people as possible with 

experience of dementia to be engaged in this work, to be able to improve the 

lives of those living with dementia and their carers.  This particular survey is 

aimed at people who have been diagnosed with dementia within the last two 

years and their carers.  During the course of the Dementia 2020 Challenge there 

will be a number of opportunities for people living with dementia and their carers 

to give their views and influence the work of the Dementia 2020 Challenge.  

The survey is available at https://consultations.dh.gov.uk/dementia/care-support-

and-awareness/ and will be open until 31 January 2017.  A toolkit has also been 

developed and is attached above along with a printable version of the survey.  

Good news for Derbyshire bus passengers 

Bus passengers in Derbyshire are to keep services paid for by us as plans to cut 

funding for public transport are reviewed. 

County councillors today (Tuesday 22 November 2016) agreed to rethink 

proposals for subsidised bus services. 

Around 85% of bus services in the county are operated by local bus companies 

who set the routes, timetables and fares. We have no say in how these are run. 

But around 15% - 144 services - are funded by us. Typically these are early 

morning, evening, Sunday and rural services and some routes serving housing 

estates. They carry around 4.2 million passengers a year. 

Following consultation earlier this year, councillors have now announced they 

will reconsider their original plans and approve £3m. This is down from current 

spend of just over £5m, but will continue to fund some of these subsidised 

services. 

Original proposals put forward included: 

 withdrawing all funding for subsidised bus services from October 2017 - £4.6m 

 providing a limited, countywide Demand Responsive Transport (DRT) service in 

place of subsidised and Dial-a-Bus (DAB) shopping buses. 

https://consultations.dh.gov.uk/dementia/care-support-and-awareness/
https://consultations.dh.gov.uk/dementia/care-support-and-awareness/
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DRT services are more flexible than traditional bus services. Passengers have 

to pre-book, so journeys can be planned with pick up and drop off points 

arranged to suit individual needs. The time and day of travel may also vary. 

Traditional bus services have fixed start and end destinations with timetabled 

stops along the way. Services are usually at the same time each day of the 

week. 

More than 4,200 consultation questionnaires were received, which included 

nearly 25,000 individual comments, along with around 200 letters, emails and 

telephone calls. 

Feedback showed that 92% of respondents said they disagreed with the 

proposal to withdraw funding for subsidised bus services and only a quarter 

would be likely to use a DRT service. 

Councillors have now given the go-ahead for the funding of some supported 

services to continue. They have also recommended that options are explored for 

securing the longer-term future of buses that we currently pay for. 

These will include working with local bus companies to see if some supported 

services could become commercial, streamlining less well-used services by 

reducing their frequency, and joining up other services to reduce duplication. 

Over the next five years we're facing cuts to our budget of at least £109m. By 

2021 we will be spending a third less on providing services than before 

Government austerity cuts to local council funding began in 2010. 

Journeys to health-related appointments, which is known as aCTive Travel, had 

been earmarked for withdrawal, but is now set to continue to 2020. 

Funding for community transport Dial-a-Bus (DAB) 'shopping bus' services, 

which currently costs around £689,000, will be withdrawn from October 2017. 

Work to provide alternatives to these services is still being developed. A DRT 

'Derbyshire Connect' service is being piloted in the wider Ashbourne area early 

next year. If this proves successful, it could be rolled out in other areas 

countywide to offset the withdrawal of community transport. 

Local buses affected 138  Belper Heanor Langley ,20 Heanor, Ilkeston ,Kirk 

Hallam, Beeston , Nottingham Amberline Derby, Kilburn Heanor  

Residents reminded to check flood risk and be prepared 
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We're reminding householders to check if their home is at risk of flooding and to 

make preparations for future heavy rainfall if it is. 

Seven flood alerts are currently in place for Derbyshire (Tuesday, 22 November 

2016) following Storm Angus, which means flooding is possible and people 

should be prepared. 

In Derbyshire more than 45,000 homes are at risk of flooding including around 

12,000 susceptible to flash flooding. 

Storm Angus has brought with it torrential rain, strong winds and freezing 

temperatures with river levels rising dramatically in less than 32 hours. 

We issued the following reminder to residents, outlining what can be done to 

help protect homes and businesses: 

 assess your own risk - have you previously been affected by flooding or had a 

near-miss? 

 if you are at risk, keep a stock of sandbags handy − we provide packs of 10 

empty sandbags free of charge in 15 of its libraries 

 stock up with sand from a local DIY store or builders' merchant to fill the 

sandbags in preparation. 

We are also advising drivers against driving through floodwater as this is 

dangerous, can make flooding worse for kerb-side properties and tie up 

emergency services if a vehicle gets stranded. 

Care home wins prestigious award 

One of our homes for older people that specialises in supporting people with 

dementia has picked up a national award. 

Florence Shipley Community Care Centre in Heanor took home top prize in the 

'Best Dementia Care Development' category of the prestigious Building Better 

Healthcare Awards. 

The care centre won the top accolade due to its well-designed buildings that 

enhance the quality of life of its residents to give them an environment as close 

to 'home' as possible. 

This includes the layout of Florence Shipley being filled with visual clues to help 

people with dementia feel at ease when they're moving around the building. 
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The awards are run every year and bring together more than 500 

representatives from the healthcare industry to celebrate the best in British 

healthcare. 

There were 190 entries this year spread across 26 categories including building 

design, patient experience and sustainability. 

The £8m Florence Shipley care centre, which officially opened its doors earlier 

this year, offers people 32 residential care beds, specialist dementia care, short-

term and respite beds as well as a day centre, café, therapy rooms and a hair 

dressing salon. 

Florence Shipley Community Care Centre provides: 

 long-term residential care beds for older people − including specialist care for 

people with dementia 

 short-term residential care beds to help people return home or stay at home − 

including respite care and rehabilitation 

 day opportunities − including activities aimed at older people to promote health 

and wellbeing such as chair-based exercise classes, themed sessions for 

people with dementia and their carers and support for carers 

 a health and wellbeing zone offering advice on health, diet, fitness and finance, 

including benefits. 

Consumers urged to be 'switched on' with electricals 

Derbyshire residents are being urged by trading standards to get 'switched on' 

during National Consumer Week and avoid problems when buying electrical 

goods. 

National Consumer Week runs from Monday 28 November to Friday 2 

December 2016 and this year the campaign is called 'Switched On', and focuses 

on a number of issues around electrical safety. 

Health and care plan published 

The chair of Derbyshire's Health and Wellbeing Board has welcomed the 

publication of an NHS report outlining the future of the county's health and social 

care services. 

The STP sets out how NHS and social care services could work more effectively 

and more efficiently in the future and outlines a number of priorities, including: 
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 helping people to keep themselves well 

 working better together to create more joined up care 

 offering care where communities need it. 

The STP is part of a five-year NHS plan for the future of health and social care 

and all areas of England are expected to produce one. 

 
 

Free at home HIV testing kit on offer during National Testing Week 

We're urging people who may be at high risk of HIV to take up the offer of a free, 

at home, test kit. 

Public Health England is funding at home kits for testing people who may be at 

higher-risk of contracting HIV. 

National HIV Testing Week started on Saturday 19 November 2016 and aims to 

promote HIV testing to people at higher risk of infection. 

Derbyshire has a free, confidential sexual health service that offers services 

such as screening and treatment for sexually transmitted infections (STIs), HIV 

testing, sexual health information and support. 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

151/16 Minutes  

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 27 October 2016 be 

approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  

152/16 Chairman’s Announcements 

The Chairman reported that notice had been given to the Parish Council by the 

landlord to vacate the Cromford Road Car Park by 1 January 2017.  

He also informed Members of plans to improve the ASDA traffic island with planting 

and thanked Councillor Jones who had agreed to fund part of this initiative by way of 

a Member grant. Reference was made to the Cromford Road Festival and it was 

agreed to fund the Heanor Gate Steel Band. 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

153/16 Members Reports 

(a) 3P Youth Project 

A meeting of the three constituent authorities would be held on 9 January 2017. 
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(b) Derbyshire County Council Town & Parish Council Liaison Meeting 

Nothing to report to this meeting. 

 

(c) South Wingfield & Pentrich Revolution Group 

Nothing to report to this meeting. 

154/16 Organisation of Events 

Members NOTED the arrangements for the trip to York on 1 December 2016. 

155/16 Planning and Licensing   

 Council considered the following live planning applications –  

Ref Proposal 

AVA/2016/1119 53 Bailey Brook Drive – single storey outbuilding 

AVA/2016/1169 and 
1170 

Home Bargains Unit 4 and 5 Acorn Centre, Station 
Road, ATM and illuminations. 

 

RESOLVED that no comments be submitted on the applications listed above. 

156/16 Derbyshire Association of Local Councils 

 None. 

157/16 Finance 

Council considered a list of cheque payments to be made as follows – 

Cheque Payee Description Nett (£) VAT(£) Gross(£) 

3777 Viking Stationery 236.18 26.64 262.82 

3778 Batleys Biscuits 558.00 0.00 558.00 

3779 Tudor Godkin 506.25 0.00 506.25 

3780 Futures 
Greenscape 

Hedge 
Cutting 

466.81 93.36 560.17 

3781 BT Phone 312.86 62.57 375.43 

3782 Stuart 
Whitehead 

Photographer 100.00 0.00 100.00 

  

RESOLVED that the list of cheque payments presented be approved. 

158/16 Allotments report 

The Chairman gave a brief update report on issues relating to the allotment sites.  

RESOLVED that the report be NOTED.  

159/16 Parish Council – Items for Decision/Action 

(a) Roundabout Near Asda 
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The Clerk reported that County Councillor Paul Jones had agreed to part fund a 

project at the ASDA Island by way of a Member grant. 

  

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

(b) North Street Car Park Project Update 

 

The Clerk updated Council on progress on this project. It would be completed this 

financial year. 

  

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

(c) Christmas Lights 

 

The Clerk updated Council on the Christmas Lights to be installed this year and 

the switch on date.   

 

RESOLVED that report be noted. 

 

(d) Christmas Gifts 

 

The Clerk reported on the arrangements for the delivery of the Christmas Biscuits 

to the over 65’s of the village. 

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

(e) Auto enrolment of pensions 

 

The Clerk reported that auto enrolment was now in place and certification was 

complete. 

 

RESOLVED that report be noted. 

 

 

 

(f) Vacancies 

 

Council noted the vacancies on the Council which would be advertised within the 

Parish Magazine. 

. 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

 

(g) Budget and Precept 

 

The Clerk asked Council to consider holding an informal meeting in December to 

initially discuss the budget and Precept. 

. 
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RESOLVED that the request be approved. (NOTE – This meeting was arranged 

but then cancelled). 

 

 

160/16 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

It was NOTED that the next meeting of the Parish Council would be held at the 

Langley Mill Business Centre, Langley Mill on Thursday 26 January 2017. 

161/16 Exclusion of Press and Public 

RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting 

whilst exempt information was discussed. 

162/16 Staffing Matters and Office Move 

Council were updated of a number of staffing issues relating to contracts and 

appraisals. Members also discussed the progress for the office move and terms of 

the lease. 

RESOLVED that  

(1) The report be noted.  

(2) The Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman be given 

delegated authority to conclude the terms of the lease at the Langley Mill 

Business Centre and at the appropriate time sign the lease on the Parish 

Councils behalf. 


