
Minutes of a Meeting of Aldercar & Langley Mill Parish Council 

held at Cromford House at 6.30 pm  

on Thursday 27 June 2019 

Present 

Councillors S Bower, S Brown, R Fernandez, M Fowkes (Chairman), Miss S Fowler, J 

Karpasea-Jones,  D Lacey, C Morrison, and D Palmer.  

Also Present 

Mr A Sharpe (Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer), Miss J Mellor (Assistant to the Clerk) 

and 12 Members of the public. 

73/19 Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Attwood, E Hamilton, S Oakes 

and M Brown. 

Apologies also from Councillor B Gration. 

74/19 Declarations of Interest 

Councillor S Brown declared a personal interest in matters discussed in public 

speaking as he was a resident of Plumptre Road. 

Councillor S Fowler declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in the grant application 

from Carousel Craft Club as she was a member of the group. 

75/19 To determine if any items of business should be taken with the public excluded 

 RESOLVED that no items of business should be considered with the public excluded. 

76/19 Public Speaking 

(a) Public Matters  

 

Residents who were from the Plumptre Road area of Langley Mill attended the 

meeting to voice their concerns about the possible development at Hall Road.  

Residents addressed the Parish Council seeking their support to oppose the 

proposals. 

 

Members were reminded that Council had recently submitted the following 

objections (set out in italics) and would certainly support the residents in their 

cause. Council would send representatives to any planning board meeting to 

speak against the development. 

“In relation to the proposed site at Hall Road, Langley Mill identified for new 

housing development in section 7 of the plan, the Parish Council has serious 

concerns about its inclusion in the new draft plan.  



The Parish Council is surprised and disappointed that this site has been 

reintroduced to the plan.  The development merits of this land have been 

considered before and the site was removed from the previous draft Local Plan 

document.  

The Parish Council object to its inclusion for the reasons set out below - 

(1) The green field section of this site is subject to flooding as per the 

Environment Agency floodplain status.  

(2) Cromford Road and other roads in the vicinity are extremely busy and further 

traffic use may well cause considerable congestion. 

(3) The infrastructure serving the parish requires considerable investment and 

consideration prior to any further development. 

(4) The exact route of the Derwent Aqueduct through this area requires 

identification and safeguarding and will cause considerable development issues 

on this land” 

Residents also sought clarification and support from the Parish Council to keep 

public footpaths, bridleways and rights of way clear of vegetation so that they 

were useable. 

(b) Police Matters 

 

No police report to this meeting but an allotment had been provided for their 

youth activities. 

 

(c) Borough Council Member Reports  

 

No report to this meeting other than noting that the Local Plan had been 

withdrawn. 

 

(d) County Council Member Report  

 

Councillor Stevenson had provided a defibrillator for the Cricket Club and 

requested that the Parish Council remove the iron growth cages on the blossom 

trees at the Co-operative store. 

 

It was agreed that the cages should be removed. 

77/19 Minutes  

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on Thursday 16 May 2019 

be approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman of the meeting.  

78/19 Chairman’s Announcements 

The Chairman gave an update on parish trips and office accommodation.  



RESOLVED that the report be noted.  

 

79/19 Organisation of Events 

The dates for the following bus trips and the arrangements made were noted – 

Llandudno – 18 July 2019 – Now fully booked. 

Scarborough – 15 August 2019 (Children’s trip) – two buses due to demand. 

The Chairman reminded Members that if they wished to go on the trips it was their 

responsibility to call in the office, book and pay.   

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

80/19 Planning and Licensing   

Council considered the planning applications at the following addresses. 

(a) AVA/2019/0633 5 Pine Avenue – 
Ground floor 
extension 

No comments. 

(b) AVA/2019/0409 Countrywide Park 
Homes – 213 
Cromford Road – 
Change of use to 
Offices. 

No comments. 

(c) AVA/2019/0541 47 Edward Street – 
Removal of existing 
roof and conversion 
to form habitable 
accommodation. 

No comments. 

(d) AVA/2019/0469 5 Plumptre Road – 
Proposed erection of 
porch. 

No comments. 

 

81/19 Derbyshire Association of Local Councils 

DALC Circular 8/2019 was noted.  

82/19 Finance 

Council received a report on payments to be made, year-end bank reconciliation and 

bank balances. These formed part of the accounts. 

RESOLVED that – 

(1) The payments now presented be approved (Appendix).  

(2) The bank reconciliation and bank balances be noted. 

 

 

 



83/19 Internal Audit Report and Receipts and Payments accounts   

The Clerk presented the Internal Auditors report for 2018/19. The Internal Auditor 

had ticked no to several of the internal control objectives and the reasons for this 

were reported to Council. 

Council considered the matters raised by the Internal Auditor and agreed a formal 

response. 

Council were then asked to approve the Receipts and Payments Accounts for 

2018/19. The account format had been changed from last year from Income & 

Expenditure to Receipts & Payments and this had caused some difficulty in 

comparing like for like figures.  However the new format would be easier to 

understand and enable the Clerk/RFO to prepare his own accounts at a substantial 

financial saving to the Council. 

RESOLVED that 

(1) The Internal Auditor’s report be received and the response set out in appendix A 

to these minutes be approved.  

 

(2) The Receipts and Payments Accounts as detailed in Appendix B to these 

minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman and Clerk/RFO. 

84/19 Annual Governance Statement   

Council were asked to approve the Annual Governance Statement for 2018/19. The 

Clerk/RFO recommended ticking no to boxes 2 and 5 of the Governance Statement 

and reported the reasons for this, which would be addressed. 

RESOLVED that the Annual Governance Statement 2018/19 (Section 1 of the 

Annual Return) be approved and signed by the Chairman and Clerk/RFO. 

85/19 Accounting Statements 

Council were asked to approve the Accounting Statements for 2018/19. It was noted 

that due to change in the accounting formats the balance carried forward recorded 

for the year ending 31 March 2018 was slightly different to that recorded as the 

balance brought forward for the year ending 31 March 2019.  This difference had 

been explained in the covering report to the External Auditor and was approved by 

Members. 

RESOLVED that the Accounting Statements 2018/19 (Section 2 of the Annual 

Return) be approved and signed by the Chairman and Clerk/RFO. 

 

 

86/19 Annual Return 2018/19 



RESOLVED that the Annual Return and its supporting papers be now sent to the 

External Auditor and the prescribed notices and accounts be published on the 

website and displayed on the notice boards. 

87/19 Report of the Clerk 

(a) Office Accommodation 
 
Council were informed of the financial costs involved in moving offices and were 
pleased to receive complimentary comments from the residents present about the 
new accommodation at Cromford House. 
 
RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

(b) Grants 
 
The Clerk reported on the requests received from organisations for financial 
assistance. 
 
RESOLVED that the following grants be made – 
 

Organisation Purpose of grant Amount of grant 

Police Youth activities £100 and use of allotment 
plot 

Carousel Craft 
Group 

Craft activities £100 

1st Langley 
Rainbows 

Youth group activities £100 

 
Councillor Fowler, having earlier declared an interest in Carousel Craft Group took 
no part in the discussion or vote on that application. 
 

(c) IT and Communication 
 
Council were asked to consider the purchase of IPads for use by Members at a 
cost of around £4500. 
 
RESOLVED that Members present asked the Clerk to contact all Councillors and 
act on the majority decision.  Having done so all Councillors responded to signal 
their approval. 

 
(d) Pentrich and south Wingfield Revolution Group 

 
The Clerk reported that the Pentrich and South Wingfield Revolution Group had 
requested that the Parish Council assist them with a grant to help fund the 
reprinting of walk leaflets. 
 
RESOLVED that no grant be made at this time. The Group would need to provide 
further financial information to support their request. 
 

(e) Amber Valley Local Plan update 
 
It was noted that the new administration at Amber Valley Borough Council had 
withdrawn the latest Local Plan. 



 
RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

(f)   Cromford Road Festival 
 

The Clerk reported that he had received a request for the Council to provide 
financial assistance to this year’s Cromford Road Festival.  It was noted that 
despite a number of requests the organisers had not complied with the conditions 
of last year’s grant (which was to provide an income and expenditure statement 
within three months of the event) and it was recommended that no grant should 
therefore be made. 
 
RESOLVED that for the reasons outlined above no grant be offered on this 
occasion. 

 
88/19 Items of correspondence 

None. 
 

89/19 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

It was NOTED that the next meeting of the Parish Council would be held at Cromford 

House, Amber Drive on Thursday 25 July 2019.  

 


