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NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHT$ AND PUBLICATION
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE &

ACCOUNTABILIW RETURH

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR EHDED 3,l fi,IARCH 202{

Local Audit and Accountahility Act2814 Seetisns 26 d*d 27
The Accounts and Audit 20t5 291

NOTICE NOTES

t. Date of announcemsnt 30 .fun€- 2e2l ,r,

2. Each year the smatler authority's Annual GovernanEe and Accountability
Retum 6GAR) needE to be rcvie$r6d by an extsmal auditor appointed by
gmaller Authorities' Audit AppointnenE Ltd. The unaudited AGAR has been
publiehed with this nctiee. As it has yetto be reviewed blr the appointcd auditor,
it is subiect to change as a reault of that review.
Any peison interueted hts the right to inspect and make copiee of the
aciol,rnting rccords for the financial year to which the audit relabe and all
books, deds, confiactr, trills, voucherc, recelBts and othordocumenB relafing
to thcse rccorde must be made available for inspsction by any per$on
lnterested. For tfte year ended 3{ March 202{ , t}ese documen$ will ba avallable
on reaeoneble notice by application to:

Andrtur Sha.rpr-, Cierk, 2 S rrf tlrrnslsr'* Efrr'9

commensing on (c) _

and ending ort(d) 

-

Tt-ruy ze>a I

l
3. Local govemment elactors and their repreeentativee also have:

r The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the aceounting
records; and

. The right to make an obiection which concerns a mafter in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either rnake a publie interest repori or apply to
the ccurt for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Wrifren notice
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the
srnaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be ccntracted al lhe address in paragraph 4 below for
this purpose between the above dates only.

4. The smaller authoriQr's AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor
under the provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2A14, fiw
Accounb and Audit Ragulations 2015 and the HAO's Code of Audit Praetice
2015. The appoinbd auditor is:

PKF Utlsjohn LLP (Ref: $EA Team)
t5 Westferry Circus
Canary lflharf
London Et44HD
GEe@pELLse$)

5. This announcement is made by (e)

(b)

A.Si+aePe Ci-eel<lRfO

{a} lnsert datre of placing of the notics
which musi be not lsss than 1 day before
the date in (c) below

(b) lnsert name, position aad
addressltelephone number/ email
address, as appropria&e, of the Clerk ar
other person to which any psrson may
appty to insped the 6ccount$

(c) lnsert date, which muet be at least 1

day affer the date of announcement in (a)
above and at least 30 urcrking days
befoe the date appoir*ed in (d) betow

(d) ?he tnspe€fion period betvrean {c}
and {d) must be 30 working days
inclusive and must include the ftrst 10
working days oi July.

{e} lnsert name and positian of person
placing the notice - this person rnust be
the responeible financial offter for the
smeller authsilv



seetion t - Annual Governance statement 202at21

We acknowledge as the members of:

Atsaeee** ,t- LA*C-uey l\ru\ PAerf11 C*uxctU tneOmZ)

our responsibilis for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemal controt, including arrangements for

the preparation af u* a*"ouitins statem"ntr. w* "oTfir*i::l- :1*ij :::Ino*,udse 
and belief, with

respect to the Acccunting Staterients for the year ended 31 March 2a21'lhal:

"Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet tor each'No' response and describe ho't the

authority will address the weak*esses identitied. These sheets rnust be published with the Annual Governanoe Statement.

ThisAnnual Govemance Statement was approved al a
rneeting of ihe authority on:

zslaulzt
and recr:rded as minute reference:

6Ylut

htW i^! . atmpC. Co . ut<-

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

chairman '-zr4: -"1;

Clerk

prepared its accounting statements in accordance

with the Accaunts and Audit Regulations'I tdj- hrrt prt in place arrangemenis for effective financial

management during the year, and for the preparation of

the accounting staierr€nts.
*rd. proryr *rangements and accepted respansibility

far saieguarding the gublic money and resources in

its charge.

2. lfile rnainteined an adequaie system ef internal control

inciuding measures designed to preveflt and detect fraud

and carruption and reviewed its efiectivsness'

3, We tosk all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no rnatters of actual or poteniial

ncn-cornpliance with laws, regulations and Proper

Practice$ that could have a significanl financial effect

on the ability of this authority io ccnduct its

business or manage ils finances.

{

has only dorse what it has the legal power to do and has

comptied with Proper Practices in daing 3a'

4. lffe provided proper opportunity during the year lar
the exercise of electars' rights in acc-ordance with the

requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations'

during the year gave all persons interested the oppott''?W to

i*spect and ask questians abottt this authority's accounts'

5. We caried oul an as$essrnent of the risks facing this

authority and took appropriate steps to manage those

risks, induding the i*troduction of internal contrels andlor

exiernal insurance c,over wirere required.

considered a*d documented the {inancial and other risks it

faces and deatt wit* them properly-

6. We rnaintained throughout the year an adequate and

effec{ive systern af ir:tema, audii ol the accounting
records and conkol systems.

/ arranged for a coftrpetefit person, independent of the frnanciat

contrals and pracedures, to giYe an obiective view on whether
inte{nal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

7. We tsok appropriate action o* atl matiers raised
in reports from i*temal and exiernal audit.

responded to rnatters brought ta ils attention by intemal and
extemal audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitrnents, events or transactions, occuning elther
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
thi6 aulhority and, vvhere apprcpriate, have included therr
in the accouniing skternents.

disctosed everything it sltould have about its busin*ss activity
during ttle year includirlg events takifig place after the yea{
end i{ relevant.

9, {For local councils only) Trust funds including
cirarilable" in our capacity as the slrle managing
truslee we discharged cur accountability
respansibilities for the fund{syassels, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
exarnination or audii.

has met all af its responsibilities where, as a body
corparate, it ls a sale managing trustee of a loca!

trust or lrusts.

A-.fihnrp-e-
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section 2 - Accounting $tatements 2020121 tor

I *rt:$ that for the year ended 31 Marcl 2021 tne Ac",ounting
Statements in this Annual Govemance and Accountability
Retum have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or incorne and expendifure basis foliowing the guidarce in
Governance and Accountability for $mallerAuthorities * a
Practitioners'Guide to Proper Fractices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

I confirm ihat these Accounting Statements were
approved by this auihority on this date:

tslsalzl

as recarded in minute reference:

uslzt
Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Acccunting
Statements were

AtDEecn s- -q- Lnrrc=ug MtU- gttr*$ ftutrcrr-- LUeOmt)

A $twFr

2-5l06lLl
Date

Box 7 of Previous Year'

Total batances a*d resewes at tbe beginning af the year

as recarded in the frnanciat records. Value must agree to

{oes3688 -?59
iota! amount of precept {ar {or lDBs rates and lovios)

received or receivable in the year. Extlude any grants

reeeived.6s g r{-o
Total income or receipts as recarded in ffte cashbook less

the precept ar rates/levies received {tine 2}. lnclude any
u 3s7

3. {+i Total other receiPts

Totat expenditure or payments made to and an behalf

of all employees. lnclude grass salaries and wages,

e m ploye rs N I ca ntri b utia n s, e mpl oyers pe n sion

cantributians, gratuities and severance payments.
2+ lq-S

4. {-} Stafi costs

Totat expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year on the authority's barrawings {if any}-

Tatal expenditure or payments as recarded in the castt-
book less sfaffcosfs $ine 4) and loan interes{/capital6hz 83 5*8ffi5

6. {-}All other payments

Tbtal balances and reserues at tlze end of the year. Must
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).tzt {t&toO 53CI

8. Total value of cash and
short terrn investments tm530 tzr il&

The sum of all cunent and depasit bank accaunts, caslt
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March -
To agrea with bank reeonciliation.

g. Totai fixed assets pius
long term investmenls
ard assets

r865L uB?sa
The value of all tho property the autharity owna - it is made
up of all ds fxed assets and lang term investmenls as ai
31 March.

10. Total borrorrings
O (}

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all laans
from third parties {ineluding PWLB/

The Council, as a bady corporate, acts as sole trustee far
and is responsible for managing Trust funds or assefs.

11. {For Local Councils Only} Disdosure note
re Trust funds {including charitable}

l,l.B. The figures in the aceaunting statements abave da
nat include any Trust transactians.

Annual Gevernance and Accountability Return 202Al21Part 3
Local Councils. lnternal Drainase Boards and other SmallerAuthorities"

Page 5 of 6



LocALAUTHoRITYAGGoUNTS:ASUMMARYoFYoURRIGHTS

prease note that this summary appries to arr rerevant smafler authorities, including local

councils, internal drainage boarbs and 'other' smaller authorities,

The basic Position

The LocalAudit and Accountability Agt 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller

authorities.ttrissumm@ilionscon-tainedinSections26and27ofIheAct.TheAct
and the Accounts and Audit Requlations 20-1 5 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller

authorities,otnerorgafficoncerningtheaccountsbeingaudited.

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting

records of smaller authorities, As an interested person you can inspeit accounting records and related

documents. lf you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also

ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising

you,' iights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs'

Therefore, indirecly, tocat residerits pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council

tax.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local

elettors. you can inspect the accounting records for the finaneial year to which the audit relates and all

books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You

can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or

relate to'an item'in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the

accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) - (10) of the Act explains what is meant

by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial

confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if itwas released to

the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it shsuld
nevertheless be disclosed.

When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,

they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
'peiioO for the exercise of public rights', during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect

the accounting reeords. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection
during which all smaller authorities' accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 1-14 July
2A21 far 2A2Onl accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of
publie rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details. lf you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require
investigation beyond the auditor's remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about. lf you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external
auditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The



advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the

period for the exercise of fuOtic rights during whic} you may ask the auditor questions' which here

means formally askinj questions uider the ict. You ian ask someone to represent you when asking

the external auditor questions'

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know

*n"i tnLV contain, please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the

end of the period for tne exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions

about their accounts for any year, at any time-. But these are not questions under the Act'

you can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial

year Ueing audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external

auditor can only answer 'wfrai questions, not 'why' questions. The external auditor cannot answer

questions aboui policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item

in the accounting records. Remember that your quesiions must always be about facls, not opinions. To

avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing'

The right to make objections at audit

you have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authOrity. Now you

may wish to object io the accountl on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there

are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority's finances. A local govemment elector

can ask the external auditor to appfy to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is

unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external

auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlavvful, or why

you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor

witn tne evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not

make it untawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the externat auditor stating you want to
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the

smaller authority. The notice must include;

. confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority's area;

. why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;

. details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and
o details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest

report.

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor
to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountabilitv Act 2014.

A final word

You may not use this 'right to object' to make a personal eomplaint or claim against your smaller
authority. You should take such complaints to your local Citizens'Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. ln deciding whether to take your objection fonuard, one of a series of factors the auditor
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. lf you appeal to the courts against
an auditor's decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you
will have to pay for the action yourself.

For more detailed guidance on public rights and
the special powers of auditors, copies of the
publication Localauthoritv accounts: A quide to
vour riqhts are available from the NAO website.

lf you wish to contact your authority's appointed
external auditor please write to the address in
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Pubtic Rights and
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance &
Accountability Retum.


